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Hi all and welcome to Talking Turning for the 
November (and last) edition for 2018. 
 
It was great to see so much show and tell at the last 
meeting, Perhaps people were inspired after the visit 
to Pop’s Shed the previous month, or just had 2 
months to get some items completed as there was no 
show and tell at Pop’s Shed. 
 
Not only did we have a good show and tell, we also 
had a good number of items brought for the President’s Challenge of a jewellery 

item. Charles Mercer won the novice section 
with a matching bangle, ring and brooch set. 
John Mc Brinn  won the open section with a 
nifty set of earrings. There was a variety of 
items produced; earrings were popular, as 
were bangles including one made by John 
Osborne 2 that could be opened and was held 
closed by magnets. He commented that it 
pinched his wife’s wrist as it snapped 

closed. There were also 
rings, pendants and a 
bracelet. Many 
people enjoyed the 
challenge. The general 
consensus was that 
challenges are good 
and we should have 
more of them. More 

information about that later. 
 
The demonstrator at the October meting was Rick Hillier 
who showed us how to make a wave bowl. I recommend 
looking up the website for John Beaver to see where Rick got 
is inspiration from. John made a particular jig that the chuck 
and bowl could be mounted on as the bowl was cut on a 
bandsaw. Rick was unable to make the jig required to cut the 
bowl in the time available before the demonstration so he came 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT	VOL 11/18	 NOVEMBER 2018 



	 2	

2

up with a different way of cutting the curve in the bowl. Well done Rick for a well 
presented and informative demonstration, particularly as you were not familiar with 
making a wave bowl when you volunteered to demonstrate. 
 
If there is something you are familiar with or would like to demonstrate please feel 
free to discuss this with a committee member. It is not as difficult to demonstrate as 
you may imagine and it is good to share your knowledge with other guild members.  
 
Don’t forget that this meeting is the final meeting for the year and is our Christmas 
break up. The toys for the Salvation Army and the Eastern Emergency Relief Network 
are going to be presented at 10.45 so make sure that you are at the cottage by 10.30. 
Also remember any food or contributions you have offered to bring for lunch. Neale 
Rees will reimburse you for any expenses you have if you bring your receipt. 
 
After this meeting we will be having a break until next year. The first meeting will be 
on January 26th. It is Australia day but we will still be meeting with a hands on day. 
After the January meeting there will only be one meeting before the Open Day on 
March 23rd. It would be great to have a range of items showcasing our ability to 
display and also some available to sell. Apparently at the last open day some people 
had seen the high quality display and were looking for "good stuff” to buy rather than 
just the low priced items available. 
 
Two months off seems such a long time to be away from the lathe so the committee 
has set another challenge for you. We always need items to give away at 
demonstrations such as tops and whistles. The challenge over the break is to see 
who can make the most tops and/or whistles. They don’t have to be elaborate as they 
will be to give away at the open day and other demonstrations we do such as 
Bunnings, Schwerkolts Cottage and the Whitehorse Festival. There are directions in 
the members area on our website for making whistles if you want to have a go. You 
may also consider making some nice items to sell at the open day. The Guild only 
charges 10% commission for any sales made. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish all our members a safe and happy Christmas and 
New Year period. Thank you to all the members for their contributions in so many 
ways over the year. I look forward to seeing you all next year. 
 
Warmest regards 
Richard Jardine 
 
 
 
For those Interested in pens… 
 
The Melbourne Pen User’s Group will be having their annual show on Sunday 25th November at 
the Malvern Town Hall between 9.00am and 4.00 pm. Admission is $10.00 
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OCTOBER	SHOW	&	TELL	led	by	Graham	Besley	
	

Alan	Thompson	
has	put	a	lot	of	
time	into	these	
ribbon	
streptohedrons	
made	from	pine	
and	Huon	Pine.	
They	are	for	
trophies	for	the	
golf	club	be	
belongs	to.	The	golf	
ball	will	not	come	
out	but	how	did	he	
get	it	in?	

Charles	has	been	
visiting	the	op	shops	
again	to	get	his	pewter	
for	this	beautifully	
turned	wild	cherry	
bowl.	The	bowl	is	
finished	in	EEE.	
He	also	made	a	needle	
box	from	mahogany	
and	finished	it	with	
EEE	and	Aussie	oil.	
His	third	object	is	a	
seedling	pot	maker	
made	from	Vic	Ash	and	
finished	with	Danish	
Oil.	
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The jewellery boxes on the right were made by Ian 
Absolom, he used jelutong, purple heart and burl and 
finished them with Estapol. 
The bowl below is made from Callistemon and 
beautifully embellished with a rose finshed with 
Acrylic and Jo Sonja paints. 
The salt and pepper shakers were turned by Max 
Leehman from Myrtle Burl with clear plastic tube 
insert. They were finished with Livos natural oil 
sealer .	

Above	is	cotoneaster	
bowl	bark	included	
turned	by	Cliff	Walsh	
it	was	finished	with	
Shellac	and	to	the	
right	a	spalted	birch	
bowl	finished	with	
acrylic.	
	
To	left	is	a	carriage	
clock	made	from	Red	
Gum.	A	lovely	old	
watch	is	as	the	centre	
piece.	
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	 Graham Besley has been 
very busy this month; above we have a tea light from Apricot and a deep bowl from Claret Ash. 
Below is a bowl from Black Wattle and nicely turned Claret Ash dish witch has been 
embellished. All Graham’s work is finished with Danish Oil. 

Graham	used	the	off	cuts	from	the	jewelry	box	on	the	left	
for	ear	rings	that	you	will	see	later	in	TT.	The	shoe	horn	
is	turned	from	timber	unknown	and	the	ceremonial	
pourer	at	the	bottom	was	turned	from	various	timber	all	
finished	with	Danish	Oil.	
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Richard	Jardine	
made	the	pine	bowl	
on	the	left	from	
timber	reclaimed	
from	the	Box	Hill	
cemetry.	The	Dish	
on	the	right	is	is	
Oregon	with	a	burnt	
rim	and	finished	
with	Natural	Oil	
Sealer.	

Above	is	work	by	Tom	Beswick.	The	clocks	are	made	from	Cedar	and	New	Zealand	Kauri.	
The	pens	are	Lemon	and	African	Blackwood	on	the	left,	and	on	the	right	Acrylic.	The	
cheese	platter	is	New	Zealand	Kauri.	

From	Val	Dal	Santo	we	have	a	cotoneaster	bud	vase,	a	lidded	
container	with	rings,	two	tripod	clocks,	a	Queen	Ebony	candle	holder	
and	dish	for	dips	and	biscuits	.	
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PRESIDENTS	CHALLENGE-	JEWELLERY		
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DEMONSTRATION	BY	RICK	HILLIER	

1

Begin	with	a	cube	or	oblong	of	wood	and	draw	on	it	the	desired	shape,	including	the	
spigot	to	hold	the	wood	in	the	lathe.	Divide	the	drawing	into	
three.	Use	a	bandsaw	to	cut	a	curve	into	the	wood	about	one	
third	from	the	top.	Rick	showed	the	jig	he	used	to	cut	the	curve	

accurately.	It	was	a	large	piece	of	
MDF	with	a	series	of	holes	drilled	in	
a	straight	line	at	8mm	centres,	a	
cleat	fastened	to	the	underside	to	fit	
the	groove	in	the	bandsaw's	table	
and	when	pushed	into	the	sawblade	
a	slot	was	formed	
which	was	at	
right	angles	to	
the	row	of	holes	
and	finished	in	
line	with	them.	
The	blank	was	
drilled	with	one	
hole	in	the	centre	

of	a	side	and	near	the	bottom	and	would	be	
turned	away.	This	hole	is	a	pivot	point	when	
bandsawing	the	curve.	The	two	dowel	holes	you	

see	are	for	
relocating	
the	two	
pieces	after	
the	insert	
has	been	
added.	Make	
sure	the	
dowels	are	a	fit	
that	allows	easy	

removal	as	you	will	be	putting	it	together	and	pulling	
it	apart	several	times	before	glueing.		
The	wood	to	be	placed	into	the	sawn	curve	was	
soaked	in	water,	wrapped	in	wet	paper	towelling	and	
then	placed	into	a	microwave	oven	for	two	minutes	to	

become	pliable.	If	upon	inspection	
there	are	dry	spots	in	the	wood,	then	
rewetting	and	microwaving	is	
necessary.	For	best	results,	this	piece	
should	be	of	a	contrasting	colour.	
Rick	drilled	two	dowel	holes	into	the	
top	of	the	blank	and	the	inserted	piece		
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to	locate	the	three	wood	pieces	when	they	are	
turned.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
To	make	the	protruding	
wave	on	the	left	is	a	bit	more	
complex.	Using	the	same	jig	as	before,	this	time	you	make	two	
cuts	moving	the	centre	apart	by	the	desired	thickness.	

Mounting	the	assembled	
blank	between	centres	
the	shape	of	the	finished	
bowl	was	turned	and	the	
edges	of	the	inserted	
wood	were	sanded	
smooth.	Then	the	insert	
was	removed	and	the	
blank	was	re-assembled	

with	a	substitute	insert	in	place	(in	this	case	a	piece	
of	bendy	ply	was	used).	
Rick	returned	the	blank	4mm	in	the	diameter	
smaller	than	before,	but	with	the	same	profile.	Then	
sanded	it	smooth.	
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NOVEMBER	MEETING	
 
November	Meeting	November	24th.	
Christmas	Luncheon	and	toy	presentation. 
Arrive	10.30	am	for	toy	presentation	at	10.45	
Followed	by	ladies	demonstrator	Margret	Mueller	from	Alcove	Art	and	luncheon	set	up.	
	
DON’T	FORGET	TO	VOTE	IT	IS	ELECTION	DAY	
	
January	Meeting	
Saturday	26th.	January	
Yes	it	is	Australia	Day	but	we	will	still	be	meeting	for	the	Hands	On	Day.	Lots	of	little	
projects	to	be	made.	
	
Christmas	Challenge	
How	many	spinning	tops,	whistles	or	small	items	can	you	make	before	the	next	meeting,	
these	will	be	used	as	give	aways	at	any	demonstrations	we	do.	Eg.	Schwerkolts	Cottage	
and	Nunawading	Springfest	and	the	upcoming	Open	Day.	
	
Open	Day	
Open	Day	for	the	Guild	will	be	SATURDAY	MARCH	23RD.	Keep	the	date	clear	and	
volunteers	will	be	called	for	soon.	
	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	

Re-inserting	the	wood	that	was	previously	turned	and	
finished,	dowells	were	placed	to	locate	the	three	wood	
pieces	accurately.	Glue	was	used	to	secure	the	joints	so	
that	the	inside	of	the	resulting	bowl	blank	could	be	
turned.	
The	result	
was	a	bowl	
that	had	a	
wave	shaped	

piece	of	contrasting	wood	standing	2mm	proud	
of	the	rest	of	the	outside	of	the	bowl.	
Rick	also	used	a	piece	of	very	pliable	(bendy)	
plywood	that	was	used	instead	of	the	
microwaved	wood.	
Some	of	the	turned	bowls	had	the	contrasting	
piece	forming	part	of	the	outside	profile.	This	is	
a	much	easier	result	to	achieve	than	having	a	stand-out	insert.	
	
Words	by	Cliff	Walsh	photographs	by	Graham	Besley.	
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NOTICES	

Annual	Subs	are	due	
Don’t	forget	your	subs	are	due.	$50.	You	can	pay	by	direct	debit	using	the	details	below	or	
to	Neale	Rees.	
	
		
Account Name Koonung Woodturners Guild INC 
BSB 633 000 
Account 109 130 674 
Please also Record your name on the payment, so that I know who it is. 
	
FOR	SALE	
Cliff	Walsh	has	14	inch	bandsaw	to	sell.		It	has	many	new	parts	included	as	well	as	two	new	
blades.		$460.	Contact	Cliff	9725	9505	
 
	

Jim	Pagonis	has	a	
number	of	clamps	for	
sale.		
600mm	long	90mm	deep	
$25	each	
Contact	9802	5908	

Rick	Hillier	
has	this	
Tormek	T4	
for	sale		
$550	
(carbatec	,	
just	tools		are	
selling	for	
$740)	Contact	
Rick	
0411553677	
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	 KOONUNG WOODTURNERS GUILD 
INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship in 
Woodturning 

Reg. No. A0033752T 
	

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130	

If	unable	to	deliver	please	return	to	Richard	Jardine			15	Cunningham	St.	Box	Hill	3128	

First Place Novice Natural Edge 
Rick Hillier 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2018 
	


