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Welcome to Talking Turning for June. 
Last meeting we had a demonstration of copy turning by 
Cynthia Busk. Cynthia bought along her own small lathe 
to demonstrate the copy attachment sha had purchased 
and configured to suit. After demonstrating turning a pen 

blank several members took up her offer to try for 
themselves. Further details can be found in the report 
later in this edition of Talking Turning. 
This month we had hoped to have Graham Besley 
showing various embellishing techniques. Unfortunately 
Grahams mother is unwell and he will be in Sydney until at least Thursday so we have 
arranged a demonstration on pen turning. Graham will cover embellishing in July. 
During the May meeting we presented our newest member Meg Kenyon with her members 
name badge. Please make her welcome. 
Richard brought some timber from a pallet at his work to share around. The timber is 
hemlock, which looks and turns much like Oregon except that it is a lighter tan colour. There 
will be more to follow later. John Wheeler also brought several boxes of small pieces of 
timber. 
Over an extended morning tea we had a sale of tools from David Coull. Over $800 was 
collected for the tools, which will be passed back to David’s son. There were a few tools that 
did not sell. We are negotiating the cost of keeping these for the club. Thank you to all who 
purchased tools which assisted Ian clearing out his father’s workshop.  
Thank you to those who sold raffle tickets for AWTEX. This assists with our fundraising. The 
Guild raised $180 this year from ticket sales. 
Items for AWTEX need to be submitted on Tuesday 19th. June. The pressure is on! A 
number of people will be going to the exhibition after the meeting. If you would like to share 
a lift please let Richard know. 
The next challenge. 
With AWTEX almost over for this year it is time to give thought to the next challenge on the 
Guild’s calendar which is making toys for Country Hope. The best-turned toy will receive the 
John Atkinson award. The toys need to be brought to the August general meeting. Further 
information about the John Atkinson award and Country Hope for children with cancer can 
be found on the Guild website under “History and Awards”. 
 Please bring items to display at the Whitehorse Library to the June meeting so it can be 
taken the following week. 
There will be no trading table this month. 
I look forward to seeing you all at the June meeting. Until then, keep turning and all the best 
to those entering AWTEX. 
 
Richard Jardine 
Q. What do you do if your space ship will not start? 
A. Rock it. 
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MAY	SHOW	&	TELL	led	by	RAY	DENNIS	

Charles	turned	this	lovely	
Huon	Pine	and	Ebony	bowl.	He	
was	inspired	by	Cliff’s	March	
demo.	He	found	that	the	
segments	were	slipping	so	
resorted	to	glueing	with	a	
metal	clamp.	

Frank	has	
been	busy	
turning	Claret	
Ash.	The	blue	
and	gold	
decoration	
was	done	by	

masking	the	area	to	be	
decorated	and	then	
using	a	sharp	knife	
remove	the	necessary	
area.	The	other	has	an	
off	centre	finial.	Both	
finished	with	Danish	oil	

Graham	has	caught	the	miniature	bug	with	this	very	impressive	display	from	left	to	
right.	The	emerging	flower	seed	is	Merbau,	the	ball	is	Lemon	and	Blackwood,	and	the	
stripes	were	cut	with	a	dremel.	Finally	the	Marylin	Campbell	inspired	miniature	IS	
made	from	Osage	Orange	and	again	embellished	with	a	dremel.	

Max	has	turned	this	segmented	
bowl	from	Blackwood	and	
Blackheart	Sassafras.	The	stand	
has	five	layers	of	segments	in	
each	ring	and	the	legs	were	
bandsawn	to	shape.	He	used	a	
metal	clamp	to	help	glue	up	the	
segments.	
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Cynthia Rusk joined the Peninsula Woodturners 8 years 
ago with her husband, turning and learning together until 
she had to have two shoulder joint replacements.  She 
wanted to continue woodturning and a copy attachment 
imported from the USA enabled her to turn without 
stressing her shoulders. 
   The copy attachment came with a variety of templates, 
which enabled Cynthia to make chess sets, candlesticks, 
pepper grinders and several other items. She makes 
templates herself from 2mm thick perspex, enabling her to 
turn things beyond the scope of the available steel 
templates. 
	

MAY	DEMONSTRATION	CYNTHIA		BUSK		

On	the	left	we	have	
Pepper	mill	made	from	
Huon	Pine.	Richard	
turned	it	as	a	gift	for	his	
brother.	
	
On	the	right	Tom	turned	
this	bowl	from	Merbau	
and	Red	Gum.	He	had	
trouble	glueing	it	together	
but	it	has	turned	out	an	
interesting	shape.	Tom	
also	had	some	pens	on	
display	but	I	missed	
photographing	them.	
Sorry	Tom	
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	   The cutting tool was a piece of 4mm diameter HSS sharpened to a spear point which 
fitted into the tool holder.  This holder was connected to a template follower.  There was 
about 50mm overhang which could lead to vibration, but by using finger pressure as the 
turning was in progress, any tendency to vibrate was dampened.  Tools are sharpened with 
a diamond file. 

Cynthia mounted a blank around 70mm long 
and 20mm diameter onto what appeared to be a 
pen mandrel and roughed the wood down by 
taking 1mm deep cuts until the follower 
contacted the template causing a shape began 
to appear.  There was a small difference 
between the diameter of the turning and the 
planned diameter.	

Cynthia explained that some wood was left to allow 
for sanding.  Beginning with 80 grit she sanded until she 
went through the grades to 320 grit.  It was noticed that 
brass tubes used in pens were glued into the blanks.  
Apparently they were used in the small diameter 
turnings but not in larger ones.  The finish most used 
was EEE and wax. 
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JUNE	MEETING	
	
June		Meeting	23rd.	June	
Richard	will	be	demonstrating	Pen	Turning.	
	
JulyMeeting	28th.	July	
Graham	Besley	will	be	demonstrating	various	embellishment	techniques.	
	
Library	Display	
As	many	items	will	be	on	display	at	AWTEX	member	are	asked	to	bring	along	any	
items	they	would	like	to	display	at	the	Whitehorse	Library.	Also	members	who	are	
displaying	at	AWTEX	are	welcome	to	give	their	items	to	Graham	or	Rick	after	they	
have	picked	them	up	on	Sunday.	
	
Bunnings	display	Nunawading	11th.August.	
We	have	organized	to	have	a	demonstration	and	display	of	our	works	at	Nunawading	
Bunnings	on	the	11th.	August	from	10am-2pm.	Please	consider	coming	along	and	show	
your	skills	at	the	lathe	and	talk	to	people	about	why	woodturning	is	a	great	hobby.	
	
John	Atkinson	Award	
Its	time	to	start	thinking	about	turning	toys	for	the	John	Atkinson	Award	for	the	best-
turned	toy.	The	toys	are	for	Country	Hope.	Toys	will	be	collected	at	the	August	meeting	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	

   Cynthia mentioned that she could sit down most of the time she was turning. 
She also liked to have her work area separate from her husband's so that her 
tools didn't disappear. 
   The manual Cynthia had bore the name PSI Woodworking.  That is probably 
Penn Industries, for those who may want to do an internet search. 

Charles	and	Graham	had	a	turn	at	using	the	copy	lathe.	
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Woodies Weekend Watch list 
	

Date	 Event	 Location	 Contact 
Name	

Email	

2nd – 4th 
March	

Bowna 
Turnabout 

(formerly Wagga 
Wagga Turnabout	

Bowna 
NSW	

Harry 
Dennis	

wagga.turnabout@gmail.com  
dennispastoral@bigpond.com 

	

28th – 29th 
April	

Grampians U 
Turn	

	 Jeff Willey	 willey76@tpg.com.au 
	

20th – 22nd 
July	

Forest Edge 
Experience	

Neerim 
East	

Mary 
Reynolds	

lakeviewmary@gmail.com 
	

7th – 9th 
September	

Down Under 
Turnaround	

Phillip 
Island	

Bruce 
Talbot	

bctalbot@bigpond.com 
	

9th – 11th 
November	

Roundtooit	 Jindabyne 
NSW	

Richard 
Nutt 

0404 020 
440	

Kerry Truelove 
02 6457 8214	

	
FREE	TO	A	GOOD	HOME.	
Advanced	brand	metal	lathe.	
Made	in	Melbourne.	Follow	the	link	Advance	Lathes.	
Distance	between	centres	21”	
Swing	over	gap	8	¾	inches	
Distance	over	bed	31/2	inches	
The	lathe	has	not	been	used	for	about	30	years	and	has	been	stored	under	a	house.	It	will	need	a	bit	of	
cleaning	up	and	will	require	2	people	to	lift.	
Please	contact	Richard	for	details	to	be	able	to	contact	owner.	
	

NOTICES	
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	 KOONUNG WOODTURNERS GUILD 
INC. 

Promoting Excellence and Fellowship in 
Woodturning 

Reg. No. A0033752T 
	

The Koonung Woodturner’s Guild meets at 9.00am 
on the fourth Saturday of each month at 109 

Koonung Road Blackburn North 3130	

If	unable	to	deliver	please	return	to	Richard	Jardine			15	Cunningham	St.	Box	Hill	3128	

Third Place Clock Open  
Cliff Walsh 

Australian Woodturning Exhibition 2017 
	


